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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Service Project Proposal
July 12 - 23, 2016
Goals

· To give of ourselves

· To empower communities around Puerto Plata by creating exciting learning environments for all
· To enrich the lives of children by offering them fun, educational, day-camp and ESL programs 
· To educate local parents in the communities by offering them workshops on various skills-related or health-related, topics via partnerships with local organizations
· To challenge ourselves physically, emotionally, culturally, and spiritually
· To learn more about others, ourselves, our partners, the Dominican culture, and issues of global development 
· To have fun!
Proposed Dates, Location, Accommodation

· Tuesday, July 12 – Saturday, July 23    Toronto - Puerto Plata 
· Various small rural communities  in the mountains around Puerto Plata
· Accommodation:  Tubagua Eco Plantation Volunteer Centre , between Puerto Plata and Sosua
                              OR -- a comfortable, basic villa in the Costambar area, Puerto Plata
Proposed Project Work: GO! SEE! and DO!


· Build a community centre that will become a multi-purpose building: adult vocational centre, sports club, girls' club, community meeting space, in a small rural community near Imbert, Puerto Plata

· OR - Facilitate and help to build an aqueduct which will provide water to a nearby elementary school that currently does not have running water

· OR - Facilitate better sports fields for better sports programs for children in three different communities where there are major problems with their fields and /or surrounding fences/walls

· Run programs in basic English, sports, arts, music, drama, sewing, carpentry, puppetry, etc. for the children in the community where we choose to do our hands-on main project
· Run or facilitate workshops in literacy, English, health-related topics for the adults in the community

· Partner with local professionals or charitable organizations to run medical clinics and understand issues

· Participate in programs that address the needs of street kids, special needs kids, the very hungry or very poor

· Possibly give a ‘dreams do come true’ day to a group of underprivileged children

· Work alongside and WITH local Rotarians, Rotaractors and community people

Preferred Participants

· 20 - 30 young people, who have a passion for service, a keen interest in working with young children, who love adventure, are flexible and broad-minded, self-directed, and in grades 10, 11 or 12 

· 3 - 8 teachers or Duke of Ed, Rotarian, community leaders who have a keen interest to help those in need; who have experience working with both young children and teens; who seek adventure and opportunity for service; who have some talent or skills that will be of use to the proposed work projects

· “pods” of 1 leader and 4-8 students from various locations coast to coast

· volunteers of special interest: leaders; Interactors, Duke of Ed. participants,  artists, musicians, singers; volunteers with interest in Spanish, drama, outdoor ed., literacy, ESL, young children, arts and crafts; sports enthusiasts, carpenters, painters, gardeners

Proposed Excursions

· To communities and the mountains around Puerto Plata to visit markets, beaches, historical, cultural and natural sites of interest, as well as other schools where Go.See.Do. groups have made a difference
· To local sports & recreation centres to have fun, and to poor bateys and barrios to go.see.understand.
Supervision
· Mrs. Judy Warrington, an experienced, “retired” ESL, FSL teacher and service project leader; active member and past-president of the Rotary Club of Oakville; Honorary Member of the Round Square; (Judy has led 50 volunteer trips to the DR since 2000 and been recognized by the Canadian ambassador to the DR as well as many local towns and communities!)

· experienced trip leaders of various skills – high school teachers acting as pod leaders and often, additional professionals such as skilled handymen,  professional designers,  primary specialist teachers, education consultants 

· on site: local translators, Rotarians, Rotaractors and community leaders, local doctors and qualified lifeguards

Costs 

trip cost:    approximately $2500 
                    included: West Jet airfare to/from Puerto Plata , entry and departure taxes, 
                                       all meals, bottled water, accommodation, bus transportation in the DR, 4 trip shirts,     

                                       excursions, Go.See.Do. services 

                       not included: required out-of-country medical insurance (you may already have this)

                                                  immunizations,  optional travel or trip interruption insurance , extra trip shirts                                                              

                       payable to Halton Trafalgar Travel, in 3 cheques ($556.50 non-refundable deposit dated April 1, 2016 , 
                                         and 2 post-dated cheques,   each for half the balance,  dated May 10th and June 1st 
                                         (or one cheque for the total)
· + later - a minimum donation of $500 Cdn. payable to ‘The Rotary Club of Oakville’, to be tax receipted, preferably raised through individual fundraising and sponsorship (you will receive an effective letter and booklet of helpful suggestions); to be used for the “bricks and mortar” of our projects ; due 3 weeks prior to the trip 
· + later -  a 50-pound gear bag of donation items from a school wish list to be collected from friends and local shops 

For further information 

· Check out www.goseedo.ca and click on service projects. 

· Arrange for Judy to come make a formal presentation to your group.

· Speak to Judy. Speak to past participants. Speak to the parents of past volunteers.

· Contact  Trip leader, Judy Warrington  directly at  416-543-4570  or 905-338-2304   E-mail judy@goseedo.ca
· Phone Patti at Halton Trafalgar Travel at 905-842-3263 or (905) 842-3111 or 1-866-348-4639.   
To apply

· Students: contact your school coordinator or Judy Warrington at judy@goseedo.ca for a complete application kit

· April 10th – due date for completed application and deposit cheque 
·  Late April,   9:00 – 11:00 - applicants and at least one parent at a compulsory thorough information, preparatory meeting to meet staff, view videos of past projects, hear from past participants and parents, review medical, safety issues and have all your questions answered.  (location t.b.a.)   

An experience of a lifetime awaits the next group of volunteers! We have the opportunity to make a difference to the lives of many beautiful, needy Dominican children! 
Please consider joining us so we can GO. SEE. and DO together!
[image: image2.png]33GHOURS * 240HOURS * I68HOURS ficoca Sl projectfunds

stewarded by the
Rotary Club of Oakville

MaK.e YOUR hoURS CounT! ¥ Offered by Halton Trafalgar Travel #1137084






[image: image1.bmp][image: image2.png]